
This past Sunday we dedicated the solar array  

that was installed on Our Savior’s roof in October.   

During the dedication we called attention to some numbers that really need to be more widely known.  Our 

solar panels began producing energy for us on October 7.  By November 14, Sunday, the energy we had 

produced kept nearly 8,000 pounds of CO2 out of the atmosphere.  In a year’s time, that number will be 

nearly 100,000 pounds.  Over the 25-year lifespan of the array, we will have kept roughly 2,000,000 pounds 

of CO2 out of the atmosphere.  2,000,000 pounds!  Add to that the drop in electricity use from switching to 

LED lighting throughout our building, and we are talking about around 3,000,000 pounds in the same 

timeframe, or the equivalent of planning around 27,000 trees.  

Thrown into one brief paragraph, those numbers may be a bit dizzying.  One also might wonder why I am 

relating them in my Pastor’s Column.  Here’s why: it’s often quite difficult to quantify the good that we do, 

but in this case counting and measuring show precisely the impact we are making.  Part of our Identity 

Statement, of course, says that we are—and calls us to be—in relationship with creation itself.  And why is it 

important that we express our oneness with God’s good creation by lowering our carbon footprint?  Here’s a 

quote from NASA (perhaps another thing one would not expect to see in a Pastor’s Column): “Ocean 

warming, acidification and more intense storms will cause coral reefs to decline by 70 to 90 percent at 1.5 

degrees Celsius warming (which we are already nearing), becoming all but non-existent at 2 degrees 

warming.”  

At COP26, the recently concluded global climate summit, decisions were made that will allow the Earth to 

heat up to around 2.7 degrees Celsius.  Among other things, this means, of course, that coral reefs will be 

gone.  Gone.  Many island nations will have ceased to exist.  Poor coastal and low-lying cities and 

communities will be under feet of water.  So, with inexcusable inaction by world governments—especially of 

wealthy nations like our own—churches, individuals and businesses will have to pick up the slack.  

Two Minnesota solar companies I have worked with are Cedar Creek Energy (https://

cedarcreekenergy.com/) and All Energy Solar (https://www.allenergysolar.com/).  I encourage you to contact 

one of them to see whether solar panels would be an affordable option for your home.  Please also talk to 

your employer about the possibility of investing in solar energy production.  Solar, Wind, Hydropower, these 

are not silver bullets.  In the end, we have a consumption problem, not an energy problem, but we 

simply have to do what we can with the options presently available to lower our carbon footprint.  The health 

of God’s good creation—the creation that we as believers are called to “till and keep,” to serve as good 

stewards—hangs in the balance.   

Peace,  

Pastor Steve  


