
Our Savior's Lutheran Church  

Sunday,  November 28, 2021 

8:45 Worship 

 

Advent Scripture Series: “A Future with Hope” 

November 28—December 19 

Christ has come. He will come again. Our future hope is 

embedded in God’s past faithfulness and in God’s present 

participation in the world and in our lives. During Advent we 

celebrate God’s presence and God’s promise in Jesus. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

P What do we celebrate during these Advent weeks of 

anticipation? 

C We celebrate that the light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness did not overcome it. 

 

P In the face of pandemic, heartache and loneliness, 

what do we gather to proclaim? 

C That the true light, which enlightens everyone, 

has come and is coming into the world. 

 

P And what is it that makes the sweetness of life even 

sweeter? 

C Knowing that from Jesus’ fullness we continue to 

receive, grace upon grace. 

 

P As those, then, who have been given power to 

become children of God, 

C Come, let us worship the Lord! 

 

 

 

Song (And Lighting of Advent Candles)  

 

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah  

ELW 240 

 

Light one candle to watch for Messiah: 

let the light banish darkness. 

He shall bring salvation to Israel, 

God fulfills the promise. 

 

Light two candles 

to watch for Messiah: 

let the light banish darkness. 

He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, 

gently lead them homeward. 

 

Light three candles 

to watch for Messiah: 

let the light banish darkness. 

Lift your heads and lift high the gateway  

for the King of glory. 

 

Light four candles 

to watch for Messiah: 

let the light banish darkness. 

He is coming, 

tell the glad tidings. 

Let your lights be shining! 

 

Author: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954 

Copyright: ©1984 Fortress Press 

                       

                                                    

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P   “Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we 

are cut off completely.” This is our greatest sin, the sin 

of despair, the sin of believing that God cannot find 

us in our lostness, that God cannot bring us out of 

darkness and into light and raise us up to new life. Let 

us take a moment to reflect on our sin as we prepare 

to hear the good news of God’s forgiveness in Christ. 

 



Silence 

 

P   God of steadfast love, 

C   We confess that in finding ourselves wanting, we 

struggle to believe that you love us as you do. In 

our despair we shut ourselves off from you, we do 

not listen to you or speak to you, we live as if you 

do not exist. Forgive us, O God. 

 

P   God of faithfulness, 

C   We confess that when we wander from your 

care, we often treat your children with contempt 

and disdain, or, perhaps even worse, we do not 

notice them at all. Forgive us, O God. 

 

P   God of future hope, 

C   We confess that when we live as if we ourselves 

were gods, we stand apart from your good creation 

as if we were not a part of it, as if we were not 

called into being from the dust of the earth, and in 

doing so we bring damage to your creation and 

ourselves. Forgive us, O God. 

 

P   It is the deadness in our souls into which Jesus is 

born. This is why God says through the prophet Ezekiel, 

“I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live.” God 

does not want us to be tied to the past so that we have 

no joy in the present and no hope for the future. In 

obedience to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

then, I declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your 

sins. “O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord!” 

C  Thanks be to God! 

 

SONG:  Blessed Be the God of Israel  

   ELW 250 

 

Bless'd be the God of Israel who comes to set us free 

and raises up new hope for us:   

a Branch from David's tree. 

So have the prophets long declared  

that with a mighty arm 

God would turn back our enemies   

and all  who wish us harm. 

 

With promised mercy will God still the covenant recall, 

the oath once sworn to Abraham,   

from foes to save us all;  

that we might worship without fear  

and offer lives of praise,  

in holiness and righteousness to serve God all our days. 

 

My child, as prophet of the Lord  

you will prepare the way,  

to tell God's people they are saved  

from sin's eternal sway. 

Then shall God's mercy from on high  

shine forth and never cease  

to drive away the gloom of death  

and lead us into peace. 
 

Author: Carl P Daw Jr., b. 1944 

Copyright: ©1989 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. 

 

 

THEME 

 

SONG:  Come Now, O Prince of Peace  

   ELW 247  

 

Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one body. 

Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people.  

 

Come now, O God of love, make us one body.  

Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people.  

 

Come now and set us free, O God, our Savior.  

Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations.  

 

Come, Hope of unity, make us one body.  

Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations.  

 

READING   

Reader: Laurie Dahl 

 

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14  

These are the words of the letter that the prophet 

Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the remaining elders 

among the exiles, and to the priests, the prophets, and 

all the people, whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken 

into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. Thus says the 

Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I 

have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: Build 

houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat what 



they produce. Take wives and have sons and daughters; 

take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in 

marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; 

multiply there, and do not decrease. But seek the 

welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and 

pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will 

find your welfare. For thus says the Lord of hosts, the 

God of Israel: Do not let the prophets and the diviners 

who are among you deceive you, and do not listen to 

the dreams that they dream, for it is a lie that they are 

prophesying to you in my name; I did not send them, 

says the Lord. 

 

For thus says the Lord: Only when Babylon’s seventy 

years are completed will I visit you, and I will fulfil to 

you my promise and bring you back to this place. For 

surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, 

plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a 

future with hope. Then when you call upon me and 

come and pray to me, I will hear you. When you search 

for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your 

heart, I will let you find me, says the Lord, and I will 

restore your fortunes and gather you from all the 

nations and all the places where I have driven you, says 

the Lord, and I will bring you back to the place from 

which I sent you into exile 

 

R This is the word of our Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SERMON:  Pastor Steve Sylvester 

         

 

SONG:  Creator of the Stars of Night  

   ELW 245 
 

Creator of the stars of night, 

your people’s everlasting light,  

O Christ, redeemer of us all, 

we pray you hear us when we call. 

 

When this old world drew on toward night,  

you came, but not in splendor bright, 

not as a monarch, but the child of Mary, 

blessed mother mild. 

 

At the great name, O Jesus,  

now all knees must bend, all hearts must bow: 

all things on earth with one one accord,  

like those in heav'n, shall call you Lord. 

 

Come in your holy might, we pray,  

redeem us for eternal day; 

defend us while we dwell below  

from all assaults of our dread foe. 

 

To God the Father, God the Son, 

and God the Spirit, three in one, 

praise, honor, might, and glory  

be from age to age eternally. Amen. 

 
Author: Text: Latin hymn, 9th cent.; tr.Hymnal 1940 alt;  

Tune: Plainsong, Mode IV 

Copyright: ©1940 Church Pension Fund 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 

 

C   We are not alone, we live in God’s world. 

We believe in God:  

who has created and is creating, 

who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, 

to reconcile and make new, 

who works in us and others by the Spirit. 

 

We trust in God. 

We are called to be the Church: 

to celebrate God’s presence, 

to live with respect in Creation, to love and serve 

others, to seek justice and resist evil, 

to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 

our judge and our hope. 

 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, 

God is with us. 

We are not alone. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF GOD'S PEOPLE   

 

 



PSALM 107 

P  O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

for his steadfast love endures for ever. 

C  Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, 

those he redeemed from trouble 

and gathered in from the lands, 

P  from the east and from the west, 

from the north and from the south. 

C  He turns rivers into a desert, 

springs of water into thirsty ground, 

P  a fruitful land into a salty waste, 

because of the wickedness of its inhabitants. 

C  He turns a desert into pools of water, 

a parched land into springs of water. 

P  And there he lets the hungry live, 

and they establish a town to live in; 

C  they sow fields, and plant vineyards, 

and get a fruitful yield. 

P  By his blessing they multiply greatly, 

and he does not let their cattle decrease. 

 

RECONCILIATION 

P  The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 

 

If you wish to give an offering today, there is a 

collection plate in the back of the church.   

f you prefer to give electronically please TEXT oslcp 

to 833-245-5376 or visit www.oursaviorsonline.org 

and click the GIVE tab.  Thank you. 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER OFFERING 

P  Let us pray. 

C  O God, the houses we live in, the gardens we 

have planted, those and more come from your 

hand. Help us to seek the welfare of our city and 

all cities by dedicating to your work everything 

that we are and everything that we hold in trust 

as your stewards. Amen  

JESUS’ WORDS OF INVITATION 

 

LORD'S PRAYER                                                          

C  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  

Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as 

in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 

us our sins,  as we forgive those  who sin against 

us.  Save us from the time of trial.   And deliver us 

from evil.  For the kingdom, the power and the 

glory are yours now and forever.                                             

Amen  

 

HOLY COMMUNION   

Grape Juice and Gluten Free wafers are available in 

addition to wine and regular wafers. 

 

PRAYER AFTER HOLY COMMUNION 

P Let us pray, 

C You tell us, O God, to “Listen carefully, and eat 

what is good.” We thank you that in this meal you 

give us the best possible food, the food of 

forgiveness and life through the bread and wine, 

the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward 

you and in fervent love toward one another and 

your good creation. Amen 

 

BLESSING    

P “You shall go out in joy, 

and be led back in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before you 

shall burst into song, 

and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, 

for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

C Amen 

 

 

 

 



SONG:  People, Look East  

   ELW 248 

 

People, look east. 

The time is near of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, 

trim the hearth and set the table. 

People look east, and sing today-- 

Love, the Guest, is on the way. 

 

Furrows, be glad. 

Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there. 

Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 

that in course the flower may flourish. 

People, look east, and sing today-- 

Love, the Rose, is on the way. 

 

Stars, keep the watch. 

When night is dim, one more light  

the bowl shall brim, 

shining beyond the frosty weather,  

bright as sun and moon together. 

People, look east, and sing today-- 

Love, the Star, is on the way. 

 

Angels announce 

with shouts of mirth him who brings new life to earth. 

Set ev'ry peak and valley humming  

with the word, the Lord is coming. 

People, look east, and sing today-- 

Love, the Lord, is on the way. 

 
Author: Author: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

DISMISSAL   

P  Go in peace, and anticipate Jesus’ return by living 

as God’s children.  

C  Thanks be to God.  

PRAYER CONCERNS 

Please remember in your prayers: 

The families in Waukesha, WI 

Janet Carlson, Sue Cardinal,  

Duane Davis, Arlys Skaug 

 

San Isidro Labrador in Guatemala 

Tarkanfi in Ethiopia 

Shut-ins unable to worship with us 
include: 

 Eunice Banta, Ray Thorp,  

Marlena McClanahan, Elaine Thielke,  

and Anita Callander. 

To join the prayer chain or to add                

your concerns, please email 

prayerchain@oursaviorsonline.org  

or call Jeanne Zaske at   

(651) 398-2414 

Church Needs: 

Families and Individuals are invited to sign up to 

light the Advent Candles on Sunday.  Sign up for 

your worship time preference on CCB or email 

Amy in the office. 

Advent Sundays are  

November 28—December 19th 

— 

HELP! We need a person with a Special 

Engineer License or Boiler Operator License 

to check our boiler once per week and record 

in log book. 

If you’re interested and are unlicensed, it is a 

one day class and state test which OSLC would 

pay for.  Peferably this would be a volunteer 

position but could have a small stipend.                

Contact Amy.  aminear@oursaviorsonline.org 



All the Ways to Connect with Our Savior’s 

• Facebook:  Follow us on FB.  Search for Our 

Savior’s Lutheran Church in Circle Pines, MN .   

Daily and weekly posts including pastor’s column, 

morning reflection, — sort of the current events of 

the church. 

• YouTube:  Search for Our Savior’s Lutheran in 

Circle Pines, MN   — All things video can be 

found here. 

Live stream of services and funerals.  Reflections on 

Scripture weekly videos, various video recordings.  

• Website:  www.oursaviorsonline.org 

General church information, forms for events and 

programs, weekly bulletin, link to live stream, link to 

giving online.  Newly updated— check it out! 

• The Pulse:  Sign up on OSLC website, click PULSE 

logo at bottom of main page. 

This is our digital newsletter.  Interactive with links to 

videos, music recordings, forms and letters.  You have 

to sign up to receive this, very informative.  You can 

also sign up to receive Prayer concern emails through 

same link. 

• CCB:  oslc.ccbchurch.com 

Member information/directory.  Find member contact 

information or check your giving information and 

activities.   Church calendar is stored here. 

• Zoom:  Links sent out for various “meetings” 

Connect for video participation and/or viewing of 

meetings, some services (Lent mid week), etc.  

Questions?  Ask Amy in the office! 

We are beginning to plan for the 75th 

Anniversary of Our Savior’s with a 

Reflection Through the Decades!  

 

If you have interesting photos from the past events at 

OSLC please send them our way.  If you need help 

scanning them, stop in the office and Amy can scan 

them and return them to you.  We have old 

directories. 

We will start in January, covering a decade each 

month, culminating in the anniversary celebration in 

the fall of 2022.   

 

Contact Pastor Craig or Amy with pictures, etc. 

aminear@oursaviorsonline.org   763-784-1971 

 



2022 Youth Gathering Registration                    

Registration is now available for high school students 

interested in going on the ELCA Youth Gathering in 

Minneapolis, MN (July 24-28).  Registration/info 

packets can be found in the narthex and outside of 

the CYF Suite. If you have any questions, please 

contact Charisse Froemke. 

Confirmation Service Hour sign up 

There are many opportunities to sign up for service 

hours. Youth Club, Sunday School Helpers, Sunday 

Morning Scripture Readers and Greeters, and many 

more are outside of Charisse’s office. The Nursery 

sign up is in the Nursery and Usher and Acolyte sign-

ups are at the Usher Station. 

  

Confirmation Guide Huddle 

All Confirmation guides should attend the huddle on 

Thursday, December 9, from 6:00 – 8:00pm, in Luther 

Hall. If you are unable to attend, please 

let Charisse know. 

 

Faith on Friday  

Is a monthly program for 6th graders that meets on 

Fridays to explore their faith, mission, and meet new 

Christian friends! We gather at church for a Bible 

study and then head off to do a fun activity or a 

service project.                                                      

COW (Church on Wednesdsays) 

Every Wednesday (almost) a strange thing happens. 

We like to call it COW, because we are at church on a 

Wednesday. Each week we gather in the youth room 

for community building, games, faith discussion, and 

prayer. Friends are more than welcome and there is 

no registration required.  

Once a month we try to do a fun event. Middle school 

meets from 6:00-7:30 PM; high school meets from 

7:30-9:00 PM. Contact Nick Gilbert for more info 

  CHILDREN YOUTH AND 

FAMILY 

UPCOMING INFO... 

 

Candlelight Caroling 

Friday, December 17th 

At 7:00 PM 

Lower Parking Lot 

— 

Still Worship 
reflective Christmas worship that takes place at the 

end of confirmation, organized by the high school 

students 

Sunday, December 19 

At 7:15 PM 

— 

Christmas Eve Worship Services  

will be held on  

December 24th at  

2:30 pm 

5:00 pm 

10:00pm 

— 

Christmas Day Worship Service  

will be at  

10:00 am 



We will be supporting the 
Alexandra House this year for our 

Holiday Gift Program. 

Their wish list is below,                
the program serves primarily 

children of all ages and women 

Items should be unwrapped and 
must be new. 

Items can be dropped off in the narthex 
Sunday, November 28 through  

Wednesday,  December 8th. 

 

(there will be a drop box) 

 

Narthex is open M & F 9-noon T-Th 9-3 

and during activities and worship services. 

Thank You! 

We were unable to connect with anyone for the Centennial Families program this 

year due to staffing changes at Centennial and OSLC, we will try again in 2022 


